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YWCA Spokane Sells Out 2023 Women of Achievement Awards 

Spokane, WA – YWCA Spokane is proud to announce its 2023 Women of Achievement Awards event is 
sold out!  

In an effort to be as inclusive as possible, the YWCA is offering a free livestream of the event 
broadcasted from the Davenport Grand from 11:30am - 1pm. Registration for the livestream is available 
at woa2023.givesmart.com. 

For over 40 years, YWCA Spokane has celebrated women for their achievements and commitment to 
positively impacting the Spokane community. Established to elevate and amplify the diverse 
contributions of women leaders in Spokane, YWCA Spokane has honored more than 260 women in the 
region and raised critical funds to support women, men, children, and families in our region who are 
impacted by domestic violence, homelessness, and unemployment. With the support of more than 50 
companies and organizations and more than 1,000 community members, YWCA’s awards celebration 
has become one of the area’s most prestigious award recognition events for women. 

Thanks to the incredible support of our major event sponsors, Providence Health Care, Numerica Credit 
Union, Kalispel Tribe of Indians and Northern Quest Resort & Casino, AgWest Farm Credit, Hamilton 
Studio, Inland Imaging, Kaiser Aluminum, STCU, and WA Trust Bank, proceeds raised at the luncheon 
directly benefit YWCA’s programs and services for those impacted by domestic violence, homelessness, 
and unemployment. 

CELEBRATING 120 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SPOKANE AT THIS YEAR’S LUNCHEON - 1903-2023 

2023 will be a momentous year for YWCA Spokane. Not only will the organization be honoring the 
achievements of women leaders, it will also be celebrating the agency's 120th birthday and its legacy of 
advancing social justice, supporting families, and strengthening communities.  

YWCA Spokane was founded in 1903 by a small group of women who saw a need for support services 
for women, children, and immigrants during the early years of Spokane's growth as a center of 
commerce in the Eastern Washington region. In the early 1900s, YWCA Spokane quickly became a 
leading community resource for women and girls by providing employment services, religious and 
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domestic education, English as a second language (ESL), fitness classes, yearly summer camps, and 
Spokane's first cafeteria for young working women. 

Over the past 120 years, YWCA Spokane has grown and changed to meet the needs of the community, 
providing various services such as arts, fitness, housing, employment, childcare, education, disability life 
enrichment, anti-racist activism, and domestic violence support services. 

In 1971, the YWCA adopted the main imperative: “To thrust our collective power towards the 
elimination of racism wherever it exists and by any means necessary," and began directing energy 
towards the current mission of "empowering women and eliminating racism." It was in 1979 that YWCA 
Spokane first began providing domestic violence resources, opening the city's first 24-hour domestic 
violence hotline and safe shelter for women and children escaping abuse. 

Today, YWCA Spokane continues to support victims of intimate partner domestic violence, promote 
early childhood education, and confront racial and social justice issues that negatively impact the 
Spokane community. 

“The Women of Achievement Awards provide an important opportunity to shine a light on the 
extraordinary accomplishments of women leaders in Spokane,” says Becky Sechler and Yvonne Esquibel 
Smith, YWCA Spokane Women of Achievement Award Luncheon Co-Chairs. “As we celebrate the YWCA’s 
120th anniversary, we are thrilled to pay tribute to this year's honorees, those that have been honored in 
the past, and the agency's incredible legacy and impact within the Spokane community over the past 12 
decades.” 

ABOUT YWCA SPOKANE 

Since 1903, YWCA Spokane has been helping women and children overcome social, economic, and 
personal barriers to accomplish their goals and achieve healthier and more fulfilling lives. 

Today, areas of focus include supporting victims of intimate partner domestic violence, promoting early 
childhood education, and confronting racial and social justice issues that negatively impact our clients 
and our community. 

Each year, we serve thousands of women, men, children, and families. Services include a continuum of 
wrap-around support: 24-hour Helpline and Safe Shelter, Counseling Center, Mental Health Services, 
Child Advocacy, Civil Legal Assistance, Legal Advocacy, and Economic Empowerment Advocacy. YWCA’s 
Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) provides 3- and 4-year-old children with the 
social and learning skills necessary for successful entry into kindergarten. 

By working at the intersections of inequality, poverty, and domestic violence, YWCA Spokane is able to 
disrupt long-standing societal patterns of trauma. To learn more, visit ywcaspokane.org/impact. 

### 
 

http://ywcaspokane.org/impact

