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Great Women Recognized in Spokane by Prestigious YWCA Award 
YWCA Spokane Announces 2017 Women of Achievement Honorees  

 
Spokane, WA. – YWCA Spokane is proud to announce its 2017 Women of Achievement Award 
Honorees. These seven women will be honored at the Women of Achievement Impact Luncheon, held at 
The Davenport Grand, Thursday, September 28, 2017, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

“Our community wouldn’t be where it is today without these women,” says Regina Malveaux, CEO of 
YWCA Spokane. “The Women of Achievement Awards are a way to honor and thank these women and 
to highlight how they make Spokane a better place.” 

For 35 years, YWCA Spokane has celebrated successful women at its annual luncheon, honoring over 
200 women in our region. The event increases awareness and appreciation of the diverse contributions 
by these women to our community.  

 

YWCA Women of Achievement Award Winners 

To be awarded a YWCA Women of Achievement Award, a woman must embody the mission of the 
YWCA by eliminating racism and empowering women. She must also promote peace, justice, freedom 
and dignity for all by generously giving of herself to make Spokane a better place for everyone to live. 

The winners of the 2017 Women of Achievement Awards are: 

• Gina Freuen, Artist, Retired Gonzaga University Art Dept. Educator, CoFounder of ArtFest, 
Partner - Trackside Studio Ceramic Art Gallery – Arts & Culture  

• Kristin Goff, Owner and Operator of Wendle Motors – Business & Industry  

• Juliana Christine Matthews Repp, Attorney at Law – Carl Maxey Racial & Social Justice  

• Mary DeLateur, Retired Clinical Social Worker at the Spokane Vet Center – Community 
Enhancement  

• Patricia O’Connell Killen, PhD, Academic Vice President, Gonzaga University – Education  

• Heather Rosentrater, Vice President of Energy Delivery, Avista Utilities – Science, Technology & 
Environment  

• Ellen Robey, Community Volunteer, Former Chairman of Friends of the Davenport – Lifetime 
Achievement 
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Raising Community Awareness  

“The luncheon is a way to thank these amazing women and to activate our community,” says Mireya 
Fitzloff, YWCA Spokane Women of Achievement Award Luncheon Co-Chair and YWCA Spokane Board 
Member.  

“The YWCA surrounds women when they are most vulnerable and helps them make transformational 
change,” adds Marlene Feist, YWCA Spokane Women of Achievement Award Luncheon Co-Chair and 
YWCA Spokane Board Member. “At the luncheon, we send a strong message to women in our 
community that we are here for them, that we do care, that we will help them.” 

The September 28 event will feature keynote speaker Janus Latus, author of If I am Missing or Dead, a 
memoir about her sister’s death by domestic violence. With this book, Latus broke the chain of silenced 
domestic abuse in her family.  

The Women of Achievement Luncheon seeks to raise awareness about domestic abuse in our 
community. In 2016, 34 victims were killed in Washington State as a result of domestic violence, and one 
in three women will have experienced domestic violence in her lifetime. 

This luncheon is the largest fundraising event for the important work of YWCA Spokane. Sponsored by 
over 25 companies and organizations each year, this event has evolved into one of the most prestigious 
award recognition events for women in our region. Providence Health Care is the event’s signature 
sponsor. 

All proceeds raised at the Women of Achievement Luncheon directly benefit YWCA’s services for families 
who are impacted by domestic violence, including confidential shelter for survivors, transitional housing, 
legal services, job readiness, support and counseling, early childhood education, and child care. 

#### 

About YWCA Spokane 

YWCA Spokane is dedicated to eliminating racism, empowering women and promoting peace, justice, 
freedom and dignity for all. In 2016, YWCA Spokane provided counseling, legal services, safe shelter, 
outreach, job readiness training, and early childhood education to more than 13,925 women and children. 
YWCA Spokane is the go-to place in the region for support for victims of domestic violence and services 
that empower women and children. The organization is a key resource for issues of racial and social justice 
in the community. 


